Hepatoblastoma: a single institutional experience of 18 cases.
Hepatoblastomas are the most common liver tumours in children. However, they are rare as compared to other solid malignancies. Thus, there is a need to integrate data from surgical centers around the world to provide a clearer view on the outcomes of multidisciplinary management of these tumours. We set out to retrospectively review our experience of patients with surgically resected hepatoblastomas looking at primary and secondary outcomes. Children diagnosed with hepatoblastoma and managed surgically (along with chemotherapy) at a single institution between 1 January 2000 and 31 May 2007, were analyzed. Out of the 18 patients, there were 12 male and 6 female patients. The median age was 18 months (range 8-72). A palpable mass in abdomen was the presenting symptom in 88% patients. Sixteen patients (88.8%) underwent major liver resection. Sixteen patients (88.8%) received preoperative chemotherapy. Complete gross resection (stage I and II) was achieved in all 18 patients (100%). The mortality and morbidity rates were 0 and 11.2%, respectively. The 80-month disease-free survival was 67%. This series, the largest from India in terms of surgical resections for hepatoblastoma, reaffirms that major liver resection can be performed with minimal perioperative mortality and morbidity and that the use of chemotherapy has definitely helped in down staging tumours for liver resection.